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Ask John


What are acceptable methods of posting a timber pile?
The “old (-old) school” concept was that a bad pile was better than a posted pile.  But, that was then and this is now. Pile-posting methods for timber piles have been developed and used that create a very good, fully developed pile section.  Two types of posting methods have been used and they both utilize an epoxy material to fill voids creating a solid section.  The following is a general description of two methods of posting a pile:

1. The timber pile stub is cut to length of the posted section minus about ½” to 3/8”.  The timber pile stub is positioned in the posted section and aligned with the pile’s batter.  Wood shims are placed around the perimeter edge of the top and bottom of the pile stub and driven into the splice to secure the post from moving.  Tape is placed around the pile splice and zerts installed to inject epoxy and fill the gap between the post and pile.  When complete, the pile post is aligned with the original pile with a full bearing surface at the top and bottom of the post stub.

2. The second method replaces the full pile length from the decayed area to the bottom of the cap.  The original pile is cut below the decay void and a new pile is placed from the cut-off to the cap.  A reinforcing mesh and a pipe sleeve is placed around the cut-off splice.  With the new pile stub properly aligned, an epoxy is placed between the original pile diameter and the inside of the pipe sleeve.  

